National STEM Competition Scholar shipsand
Prizes Await - Who Will Bethe Next Winning School
Team?

August 30, 2017




PLANO, Texas, August 24, 2017 — Students across the nation can earn more than good grades by participating
in the Lexus Eco Challenge competition. They can help clean the air, land and water in their neighborhoods
while being rewarded in the process. With a passion for engineering, math, science and technology, middle and
high school students can vie for a chance to win part of $500,000 in prizes and scholarships.

The competition is now open for registration and students and teachers are encouraged to participate to be the
next Lexus Eco Challenge winners. To learn more about the program visit: hitp://www.scholastic.com/lexus.

Lexus and Scholastic, the global children’s publishing, education and media company, have joined together to
create this popular and successful STEM program. The Lexus Eco Challenge is an educational program and
contest for students across the U.S. in grades 6-12 that inspire and empower young people to learn about the
environment and take action to improve it. Now in its eleventh year, more than 30,000 middle and high school
students have earned over $5 million for themselves, their teachers, and their schools.

“The Lexus Eco Challenge has changed the way | teach. It’s changed my classroom, it’s changed the lives of my
students, and it’s changed my school — all for the better. Thisis such agreat way to get kids to care about the
world around them and not only think about the ‘moment;’ but also think about what a difference they can
make,” said JoAnne Brown, Science teacher at Olympus Jr. High School, Holladay, Utah.

Starting today, teams of students can enter both of the first two challenges, which are focused on Land & Water
and Air & Climate. Thisyear, the Land & Water Challenge will run first, Aug. 14 — Oct. 16, followed by the Air
& Climate Challenge, Oct. 18 — Dec. 11. Winners from each challenge are then invited to go on to participate in
the Final Challenge, Jan. 22 — Mar. 5, 2018 with a top prize of $30,000 for both the winning middle and high
school teams.

The Challenge Elements

1. The Lexus Eco Challenge aso includes supplemental educational materials created and distributed by
Scholastic that support standards-based skills and encourage teachers to integrate creative lesson plans
about the environment into their classrooms. For each challenge, the website (www.schol astic.com/lexus)
has |esson plans and teacher instructions, including questions to help guide a discussion about the current
challenge topic, facts about the topic and guidelines for a specific classroom project.

2. Competition to reward environmental action helps young people apply what they’ ve learned in class
through the program and empowers them to make improvements in their community by participating in
the eco-focused team challenges.

The Challenge Rewards

The Lexus Eco Challenge registration is open now for the Land & Water Challenge and will conclude on Oct.
16, 2017. Middle and high school teams, comprised of five to ten students and one to two teacher advisor(s), are
invited to define an environmental issue that is important to them, develop an action plan to address the issue,
implement the plan, and report on the results. The first-place and grand-prize-winning teams will be announced
in November 2017 for the Land & Water Challenge, while Air & Climate Challenge winners will be announced
in January 2018.

Each of the challenges will have 16 winning teams — eight middle school and eight high school teams. The
winning teams will each receive atotal of $10,000 in scholarships and prizes to be shared among the students,
teacher and school. In addition, the winning action planswill be highlighted on a special webpage to inspire
other students to take action in their communities.
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The winning teams from the first two challenges will be invited to participate in the Final Challenge. Teams will
be asked to reach beyond the local community and inspire environmental action around the world through
innovative ideas that are communicated to a wide audience.

From the Final Challenge entries, eight first-place teams and two grand-prize-winning teams will be selected.
Each of the eight first-place teams will receive atotal of $15,000 in prizes and scholarships, and the two grand-
prize-winning teams will each receive $30,000. The money will be shared by the students, their teacher advisors
and their schools.

Teachers are encouraged to visit hitp://www.scholastic.com/lexusto learn how they can take part and to review
the Official Rules. The Lexus Eco Challenge is open to studentsin grades 6-12 who are enrolled in a public or
accredited private school or who are schooled at home in compliance with the laws of the students' primary state
of residence and who are legal residents of the United States (one of the 50 states or the District of Columbia) by
law. Only ateacher advisor (not a student) may submit an entry on behalf of ateam. No purchase necessary.
Void where prohibited
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